
 
  

 
  

__________________________________________  
        

       
        

     
    
   

        
         

     
     

 
 

  

 
   

  

  

    

   

   

   

 

   

    

    

#2017-064 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
 

DEPARTMENT OF THE TREASURY
 
OFFICE OF THE COMPTROLLER OF THE CURRENCY
 

) 
In the Matter of ) 

) 
WILLIAM R. BLANTON ) 
Former Director and Interim Chief Executive ) 
Officer and Vice Chairman, individually and as an ) 
institution-affiliated party ) OCC AA-EC-2015-24 

) 
UNITED AMERICAS BANK, N.A. ) 
Atlanta, Georgia ) 
__________________________________________) 

ORDER ASSESSING CIVIL MONEY PENALTY 

On June 30, 2015, the Enforcement and Compliance Division (“Enforcement Counsel”) 

for the Office of the Comptroller of the Currency (“OCC”) issued a Notice of Charges, as 

amended on April 4, 2016, (“Amended Notice”) against Respondent William R. Blanton 

(“Respondent”), former director of United Americas Bank, N.A., Atlanta, Georgia (“UAB” or 

the “Bank”). The Amended Notice alleged that (1) Respondent permitted a series of large 

overdrafts by a significant customer of the Bank, without adequate controls in place, when 

capital levels were critically deficient, and (2) Respondent rebooked a series of previously 

written-down loans in contravention of generally accepted accounting principles and 

Consolidated Reports of Condition and Income (“Call Report”) instructions, causing the Bank to 

file materially inaccurate Call Reports in violation of 12 U.S.C. § 161. The Amended Notice 

sought a civil money penalty of $10,000 pursuant to 12 U.S.C. § 1818(i)(2)(A), (B). Respondent 

timely filed his Answer and Affirmative Defenses to the Amended Notice on April 19, 2016. 



 
 

 

   

   

   

     

     

   

  

   

  

   

   

   

   

    

     

   

    

 

   

  

On September 19, 2016, Enforcement Counsel filed its Motion for Summary Disposition. 

Respondent filed a response on October 17, 2016. The response included a statute of limitations 

argument related to the overdraft charge. The Administrative Law Judge (“ALJ”) construed 

Respondent’s statute of limitations argument as a Motion for Partial Summary Disposition on the 

overdraft charge. On November 1, 2016, the ALJ issued two orders, one finding that 

Enforcement Counsel was entitled to summary disposition and the other finding that the statute 

of limitations did not bar the overdraft charge. The ALJ, however, did not decide the 

appropriateness of a $10,000 civil money penalty in his November 1 orders. On November 7, 

2016, Respondent and Enforcement Counsel stipulated that, if the evidence supported the 

charges, a $10,000 civil money penalty would be appropriate. 

On January 19, 2017, the ALJ issued a decision (“Recommended Decision”) 

recommending that the Comptroller issue an order assessing the $10,000 civil money penalty 

against Respondent. The ALJ issued his Recommended Decision after finding, on Enforcement 

Counsel’s Motion for Summary Disposition and Respondent’s Motion for Partial Summary 

Disposition, that no genuine issue of any material fact existed and that Enforcement Counsel was 

entitled to judgment as a matter of law. On February 20, 2017, Respondent filed exceptions to 

the Recommended Decision (“Exceptions”). On March 23, 2017, Enforcement Counsel filed a 

response to the Exceptions, and on March 30, 2017, Respondent filed his reply. 

Having considered the evidence presented to the ALJ, the arguments of Enforcement 

Counsel and Respondent, the Recommended Decision, Respondent’s Exceptions, and the record 

as a whole, 

Pursuant to the authority vested in the Comptroller of the Currency by section 8(i) of the 

Federal Deposit Insurance Act, 12 U.S.C. § 1818(i): 
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IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that Respondent, William R. Blanton, be assessed a civil 

money penalty in the amount of ten-thousand dollars ($10,000). 

Remittance of the civil money penalty shall be payable to the Treasury of the United 

States and delivered to the Office of the Comptroller of the Currency, Washington, D.C. 

The provisions of this ORDER will remain in effect and in force except in the event that, 

and until such time as, any provision of this Order shall have been modified, terminated, 

suspended, or set aside by the Office of the Comptroller of the Currency or any other governing 

authority. 

IT IS SO ORDERED. 

Dated at Washington, D.C., this 10th day of July, 2017. 

s/ 

Keith A. Noreika 
Acting Comptroller of the Currency 
Office of the Comptroller of the Currency 
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