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soundness of financial institutions
on a uniform basis and for identify-
ing those insured institutions requir-
ing special supervisory attention. A
final notice was published in the
Federal Register on December 19,
1996 (61 FR 67021), effective January
1, 1997. 

OTS made the revised rating system
effective for examinations that com-
menced after January 31, 1997.

The agencies have developed com-
mon responses to questions that
have been asked to date regarding
the revised rating system.

For Further Information Contact: Your
OTS Regional Office or William J.
Magrini (202-906-5744) of Supervi-
sion Policy, Washington, DC. 
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Background 

On December 9, 1996, the Federal
Financial Institutions Examination
Council (FFIEC) adopted the revised
Uniform Financial Institutions Rat-
ing System (UFIRS or CAMELS rat-
ing system). The UFIRS is an internal
rating system used by the federal
and state regulators for assessing the

April 4, 1997

Sections: 070, 071
TB 69-1

The agencies believe it may be use-
ful to provide questions and
answers as a means of providing
additional interagency guidance
and clarification on the revised rat-
ing system.

The attached questions and answers
are being distributed to institution
management and examiners to
ensure consistent and uniform
implementation of the revised rat-
ing system.

Attachment

Office of Thrift Supervision

Handbook: Thrift Activities
Subject: Overall Conclusions

CAMELS Ratings

Joint Interagency Common Questions and Answers on the
Revised Uniform Financial Institutions Rating System

Summary: The Task Force on Supervision of the Federal Financial Institutions Examination Council has approved
the issuance of joint interagency common questions and answers for the revised Uniform Financial Institutions
Rating System. The questions and answers are being distributed to industry management and examiners by each
federal depository institution regulatory agency to ensure consistent and uniform implementation of the revised
rating system.

John F. Downey
Executive Director,

Supervision

WATERSNJ
Rescinded

WATERSNJ
Text Box
TB 69-1 was rescinded 4/18/01.  Incorporated into Thrift Activities 071.














